
Pet travel 

The rules on pet travel were changed on 1st January 2021 when the UK left the European Union. From that date the old style European pet passports are no longer valid for UK citizens to take their pets into the EU or Northern Ireland. The document now required to take your dog, cat or ferret abroad is an Animal Health Certificate (AHC)

You need an animal health certificate for your dog, cat or ferret if you’re travelling from Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland) to an EU country or Northern Ireland.

You do not need an animal health certificate if you have a pet passport issued in an EU country or Northern Ireland. However UK vets can no longer enter record of vaccinations into these EU documents.

How to get an animal health certificate

You must take your pet to your vet to get an animal health certificate. The AHC cannot be filled in more than 10 days before you travel. However we advise contacting the practice as early as possible to ensure there are appointment slots with our ‘official veterinarian’ (OV) available on the dates required.  You pet must have been microchipped before being given its rabies vaccination. The AHC cannot be filled in until 21 days after the rabies vaccination.

We require proof in writing of the following to enable us to fill in an AHC:
your pet’s date of birth
microchip number, date it was put in or read, and where it is on your pet’s body
vaccination date
vaccine manufacturer and product name
vaccine batch number
date the vaccination is valid until
the vet’s signature and contact details

Your pet’s animal health certificate will be valid after the date of issue for:

10 days for entry into the EU or Northern Ireland
4 months for onward travel within the EU
4 months for re-entry to Great Britain
Your pet will need a new animal health certificate for each trip to an EU country or Northern Ireland from Great Britain.


Pet Travel  to countries outwith the EU

The export of pets to a foreign country is governed by the rules of that country. Owners should contact DEFRA or the veterinary department of the country they are going to for further information

It is the owners responsibility to ensure that all tests or procedures that are required are carried out for  any countries they are visiting. 

Entry back into the UK with your pet
The rules for entering the UK with your pet depends on the country you are coming from. You will require an AHC or a valid Pet Passport from an EU country.
Tapeworm treatment by a vet, 1-5 days prior to entry to the UK is still mandatory


Further information
You can contact the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) if you’ve got questions or need more information.

If you’re travelling to the EU or Northern Ireland
Contact the Pet Travel Scheme helpline if you need more information about pet travel.

Pet Travel Scheme helpline
pettravel@apha.gov.uk
Telephone: 0370 241 1710
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm (closed on bank holidays)


If you’re travelling to a non-EU country
Contact APHA if you need more information about pet travel to a non-EU country.

Animal and Plant Health Agency
exports@apha.gov.uk
Telephone: 03000 200 301
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm




